[image: image1.png]



The Second Sunday of Advent

December 7, 2008

8:15 & 11:00 a.m. Divine Service, Setting Three

Lutheran Service Book (lsb), page 184

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
a congregation of 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

the Lutheran Student Fellowship at Stanford University

a member of Peninsula Asian Mission Society
1295 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA  94301-3347

Telephone: 650-853-1295

www.paword.com
Prepare the Way of the Lord

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

Advent. Advent is a season of hope; as waiting people we express in the propers our longing for God’s promised salvation. The season also has a penitential aspect, for the Church prepares for her Lord’s coming. To signify this, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted and no flowers adorn the altar.

Second Sunday of Advent. The Day on which our Lord will return is a “great and dreadful Day” (Malachi 4:1–6). For He will come in a cloud with great power and glory. To the wicked and the proud, it will be a Day of Judgment that will “burn them up.” The signs preceding this Day will bring them fear and fainting. But to those who believe, who fear the name of the Lord, this Day is one to look forward to and rejoice in. “Look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near” (Luke 21:25–36) Christ our Redeemer is coming; the Sun of Righteousness is bringing healing in His wings. Let us, then, give attention to the words of the Lord, which do not pass away. Let us through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures (Romans 15:4–13) be strengthened in our hope by the Holy Spirit and watch diligently for Jesus’ coming. Then, by God’s grace, we shall escape all these things that will come to pass and stand before the Son of Man.

Blue. This color for the Advent Season symbolizes the Church’s anticipation and hope.

Language of the Faith

Morning Star (LSB 337, v1) is used in the Scriptures to describe Jesus (II Peter 1:19; Revelation 22:16). As the morning star (Venus) in the east is the clear proclamation of the coming of a new day, so the coming of Jesus into the world brings to those who know Him the sure promise of the great, new eternal day which will never again be followed by a dark night.

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


The present age is called night because of the presence of sin and death; we sing of our hope, the Day, for He is eternal Light, the gift of life and peace.

LSB 337, “The Night Will Soon be Ending”

Service of the Word

Introit, Isaiah 30

The Church, the Daughter of Zion, longs to hear her Savior’s voice, for His Word leads her to salvation.

Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes.” The Lord will cause His majestic voice to be heard, and you shall have gladness of heart. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! Turn again, O God of Hosts! Look down from heaven, and see. But let Your hand be on the Man of Your right hand, the Son of Man whom You have made strong for Yourself!
Kyrie
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Salutation & Collect 


page 190

The Church prays for the attitude of a servant, the singleness of heart and mind, and repentance in preparation for the Lord’s Advent.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading, Malachi 4:1-6


On the last day the Lord will vindicate the faithful; He will distinguish between unbelievers and believers. Until that day, He calls all to repentance.

1“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.

2But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. 4Remember the law of My servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

The Gradual, Psalm 50

The Church waits during Advent to be gathered into her Lord’s presence.

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. Our God comes; He does not keep silence; “Gather to Me My faithful ones, who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice!”

Epistle, Romans 15:4-13

The Church lives as the one body of Christ, receiving encouragement through the Word and praising God for our common hope in Christ.

4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy.

As it is written, “Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name.”10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.”11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol Him.”12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even He who arises to rule the Gentiles; in Him will the Gentiles hope.”

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Alleluia & Verse, Luke 21

The Church waits for the glorious appearance of her Lord.

The powers of the heavens will be shaken, and then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

Holy Gospel, Luke 21:25-36


As the signs around the Church point to the Lord’s return, she knows that her Lord is at hand. Therefore the Church shows her joyous anticipation by focusing on the gifts of Heaven.

[Our Lord said:] 25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

29And He told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.

34But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
(ESV)
Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day

At His Advent Jesus Christ will not return to suffer for sin, but to judge as the Lord of heaven and earth. We long to gaze upon the wounds that secured our salvation.

LSB 336, “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

The Sermon 
Offertory
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Offering
The Prayer of the Church
P
Forgive the iniquity of Your people;

C
cover all our sin.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface




page 194
The Advent Preface


The Church confesses that she lives the life of repentance – faith – as she prepares for her Lord’s coming in Word and Sacrament.
Whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns


He came in flesh and blood at His birth in order to manifest God’s gracious forgiveness; He comes today with forgiveness in Word and Sacrament; He will come, bringing joy beyond compare.
LSB 353, “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”

LSB 333, “Once He Came in Blessing”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Pastor: the Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum

Deacons: Vicar Solum & Donn Parker
Organist: Marilyn Taddey

Music Director: Sally Treadway

About the Cover

An illustration of Malachi 4:2 by Annie Vallotton

http://hammer.prohosting.com/lwinton/bible/mal.htm

Accessed December 4, 2008
God’s Stewards. Stewardship also has implications for the land. Every seventh year the land was to lie fallow, & what grew was to be left for the poor – all belongs to the Lord & man is completely dependent on Him. Every fiftieth year all Israelites were to recover any lost property; this prevented a few from gaining control of all property. That law stood as a re-minder of who the rightful Owner really is. A valid view of property is related to our eternal hope & the new creation. To live here on earth we are strangers & sojourners; the land & its fruit belongs to the Lord, & our stewardship acknowledges that we are His tenants.

Missions. Trinity is linked to Guinea, where missionary Andrea Herman serves. She writes, “‘K’ is quite a storyteller. She seems to prefer telling scandalous stories, or stories with a shocking twist. Since the Bible certainly has no shortage of scandal or shocking stories, I have often said that if K would just tell Bible stories, the word would spread far & wide. It appears as though God has already begun that process. One day, out in the village, I was inside washing dishes. I overheard my friend, K visiting with one of the neighbor girls right outside. I realized that K was sharing Bible stories with her! She started at the birth of Jesus, mentioned some of His miracles, like the feeding of the 5,000, & went on to Jesus’ crucifixion & resur-rection! (As far as her husband & I are aware, she is not yet a believer.) A few nights before we returned to Guinea, K shared about some of her personal struggles, & that she knows that God has the power to change her. She said she wants to learn as much as she can about God’s Word because she knows there is truth in the Bible & she wants it to change her life.”
Bake Sale Fundraiser Results: $1,238.20 was raised & will be matched with $700 in Congregational Matching funds from Thrivent, however some craft items are still available, today only, in the Fellowship Hall with all proceeds to benefit Lutheran World Relief/Human Care for relief for the Hurricane victims in Texas & Haiti.
Christmas Pageant. The Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st at the 11a.m. service which will be a Service of Prayer and Preaching. The rehearsals will be on Saturdays, December 13th & 20th at 9:30 a.m. & during Sunday School on the 21st.
Christmas Poinsettias Those who desire to decorate the altar at Christmas with poinsettias may make an offering to Trinity, noting on the offering or check’s memo line “Altar Guild-Poinsettias.”
Please donate. The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Also needed (for the holiday season) new, unwrapped toys & gift-wrap. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Monetary donations go to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or send your check to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

Hotel de Zink time. During January Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for those who are homeless. Hotel de Zinc houses up to 15 people every night at Trinity for one month. Sign up to bring the necessary Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to feed these people during their stay with us. Travel size Toiletries are also needed.
Stewardship of the Word: Last Sunday: (8:15) 37, (11) 64; Wed. (Noon) 16, (7) 25,

Bible Class: (Sun) 21; (Wed) 10

The Priesthood Hears





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
The Second Week of Advent: December 7 - December 13


MATINS
VESPERS

Sun
Psalm 42
Isaiah 24:1-13
Psalm 91
I John 1:1—2:14

Mon
Psalm 9
Isaiah 24:14—25:12 
Psalm 116:1-9
I John 2:15-29



   Obadiah 1-21

Tue
Psalm 10
Isaiah 26:1-19
Psalm 116:10-19
I John 3:1-24

Wed
Psalm 11
Isaiah 26:20—27:13
Psalm 118:1-13
I John 4:1-21

Thu
Psalm 12
Isaiah 28:14-29
Psalm 118:14-28
I John 5:1-21



   II John 1-13; III John 1-15

Fri
Psalm 13
Isaiah 29:1-14
Psalms 120, 121
Jude 1:1-25
Sat
Psalm 14
Isaiah 29:15—30:14
Psalm 122
Revelation 1:1-19

Announcements

December 7, 2008

Coffee hour is sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

TODAY: All TFL members are requested to fill in a ballot for Chapter officers at the voting table. also: A planning meeting for the 12/13 Christmas Caroling event will be held after the 11:00 service today in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome (non- TFL members as well). Please join the group if you can assist in any way on the 13th!

Sun
12/7
7:30 p.m.
LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tue
12/9
7:30 p.m.
Church Council Meeting

Wed
12/10
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Council of Constantinople


12:00 p.m.
Advent Midweek Noon Service



1:00 p.m.
Soup Luncheon



6:00 p.m.
Soup Supper



7:00 p.m.
Advent Midweek Evening Service
Thu
12/11
4:30 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Fri
12/12
4:00 p.m.
Youth Group Cookie Bake

Sat
12/13
9:30 a.m.
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal



3:00 p.m.
LSF Caroling & Thrivent Dinner
Sun
12/14
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service - 3rd Sunday in Advent




Isaiah 40:1-11; I Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 11:2-11


11:00 a.m.
Divine Service



12:30 p.m.
Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

Tue
12/16
7:30 p.m.
Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting


7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Stewardship figures  --  October YTD



Contributions
Expenses

Deficit

Interest Income


2008

$177,439

$213,382

$(35,943)
$25,612


2007

$189,577

$202,559

$(12,982)
$21,432
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